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Abstract

This study seeks to elucidate the nature of the attacks perpetrated by Israeli settlers in the
West Bank against the Palestinian population and their property. It focuses on the central issue
of institutional complicity in escalating these attacks and the resulting international
responsibility. Employing the descriptive-analytical and deductive methods, the study concludes
that such attacks include murder, deliberate destruction of property, and the intimidation of
pastoral communities, particularly through organized groups such as the Hilltop Youth and Price
Tag. These acts form an integral part of Israel’s policy aimed at consolidating control over the
remaining Palestinian territories. Israeli authorities facilitate the arming of settlers while
systematically failing to protect Palestinian civilians or conduct serious investigations, with the
majority of complaints closed without indictment. Consequently, the State of Israel bears direct
responsibility under international law for these violations as an occupying power.

Based on these findings, the study recommends that Palestinian diplomacy shift from
merely documenting violations to emphasizing the criminal responsibility of the Israeli political
and military leadership. It further calls upon states to activate universal jurisdiction to prosecute
implicated settlers, impose targeted international sanctions, and freeze the assets of those
involved. Confronting this systematic violence requires a robust international response that
moves beyond verbal condemnation toward effective accountability mechanisms, in order to
safeguard the rights of the Palestinian people in accordance with international law.

Keywords: West Bank, settlers, attacks, international law, Israel.
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14 Ameneh Mehvar & Nasser Khdour, Civilians or Soldiers? Settler violence in the West Bank,
Published on 10/06/2024, Accessed on 29/01/202, See https://acleddata.com/report/civilians-or-
soldiers-settler-violence-west-bank.

15-The New Arab Staff, Ben-Gvir authorises more gun permits for Israeli settlers in occupied West
Bank, op cit.

16 Al Jazeera Staff, Israeli minister approves gun licences for 18 illegal West Bank settlements,
Published on 22 Jan 2026, Accessed on 29 Jan 2026, at :
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/22/israeli-minister-approves-gun-licences-for-18-illegal-
west-bank-settlements.
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