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Abstract

Custom serves as a vital and complementary element within legal systems, continuing to
play a pivotal role in guiding human behaviour and regulating social relations, even in the
presence of codified legislation. Therefore, comprehending the nature of custom and its
binding force is crucial for a deeper understanding of the mechanisms and sources of legal
rules.

This research addresses the issue of custom's binding force as a source of legal rules,
aiming to determine its standing within constitutional and administrative law. To achieve this,
the researchers adopted a dual methodology: descriptive-analytical. The descriptive approach
was used to define the concepts of constitutional and administrative custom and their
fundamental pillars, while the analytical approach was employed to assess the binding force of
custom and its relationship with codified laws.

The study concluded that customary rules are a fundamental source of constitutional and
administrative legal principles, playing a significant role in bridging legislative gaps. Its
findings also affirmed that judicial rulings reinforce the status of custom and its
complementary function in interpreting legal texts or addressing their deficiencies.

The research recommended the necessity of integrating custom into the legal system as a
complement to written laws. It emphasised the judiciary's role in studying and applying
prevailing customs, provided they are consistent with existing laws and do not conflict with
them. The recommendations also highlighted the need to achieve a balance between legal
flexibility and the stability of rules, despite the challenges related to defining custom's scope of
binding force and standardising its application across different cases.

Keywords: Administrative custom, constitutional custom, binding force of custom, legal
flexibility, legal system.
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