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Abstract:

In November 1992, the United Nations General Assembly commissioned the International
Law Commission with preparing a draft statute for the International Criminal Court. The
Commission proposed a new draft statute when submitting its final report in 1998, affirming
the principle of the Court's complementary jurisdiction and specifying its competence to
address the most serious crimes, including genocide, war crimes, aggression, and crimes against
humanity.

The complementary jurisdiction of ICC is considered the cornerstone of the court’s
system, and its jurisdiction is not considered an alternative to national judicial jurisdiction, but
rather complementary to it. This has led many countries to ratify the charter ICC, as
complementary jurisdiction strikes a balance between preserving state sovereignty and ensuring
no impunity for criminals from prosecution and accountability. It serves as a means to confront
the Policy of premeditated killing of Palestinian civilians, such as the case of Palestinian
journalist Sherine Abu Agla.

Keywords: Complementary Jurisdiction, International Criminal Court, International Criminal
Justice, International Criminal Responsibility, Sherine Abu Aqla.
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